
In its 80th year the GBBA continues its 

aims to raise the standard of its member 

bands by bringing bandsmen together in 

good fellowship, stimulating local interest, 

allowing exchange of views and assisting 

with training. 

Practically this means: 

 2 Contests with feedback from quality 

adjudicators 

 Liaises with Gloucester Music for youth 

opportunities such as Blast off! 

 Website with band contacts, news, 

events calendar, vacancies,  local grant 

information, links 

 Grants awarded to National Youth 

players and innovative ideas 

 Facebook page and group 

 AGM Guest Speakers 

 Member of Brass Bands England; Band-

safe information 

 3 representatives on WEBBA Council 

feeding to Kapitol 

 Share expertise & knowledge 

The Council of  the West of 

England Brass Band Associations 

celebrated its 65th anniversary 

in 2016.  It’s established for the  advance-

ment of the playing and appreciation of 

brass band music. 

 

Practically this means: 
 Organising & managing the West of 

England Regional Championships 
 Discussing matters relevant to the 4 

member associations—Cornwall, 

Gloucestershire, South West & 

Wessex 
 Promoting and discussing the Ama-

teur Brass Band movement with 

other regional committees including 

the National Championships of 

Great Britain at Kapitol Forum 
 
Currently Mike James, Karin Lythell & Kevin 

Ford represent GBBA members on the Council 

at 3 meetings a year as well as working on the 

Area weekend to make sure it runs smoothly. 

Have your say via the reps: 

 September - adjudicators are chosen 

 January - planning after entries are in 

 March - feedback after the Area 

GBBA—What does it do?            The Role of WEBBA? 

 

Newsletter— quarterly & on band 
room noticeboards as bands do not see all 

info on website. 
 Band Highlights—2 bands to 

be showcased in each issue.  

         Contact Ian i-ford@sky.com  
 Band Publicity—encourage 

members to use the events calen-

dar www.gbba-online.org.uk/events 
 General articles that could be 

used for sharing knowledge and 

experience. 
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 GBBA & WEBBA     

their roles in banding 
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 To contest or not to 
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4th Workshop 

for Lydney Train-

ing 

3 

GBBA Christmas 

Calendar 
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 STOP PRESS! 
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Forum—Communications 

Comms team Ian, Sally & Jon 

took on your Newsletter idea. 

 
Band Contacts—member 

bands inform GBBA of new details 
of Chair, Secretary and Contest 
Secretary after their Annual Gen-

eral Meeting (AGM) to keep lines 

of communication up to date. 
Media—set up Twitter linked to 
the website and one Facebook 

page. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  



Cheltenham Silver Band 

was first formed in 1937 

so the band 

is celebrating its 

80th anniversary this 

year. 
We currently have a main 

band which consists of 

around 30 players, a train-

ing band of around 20 play-

ers and a learner group of 

about 15.  Practices are 

held at the Star College at 

Ullenwood in Leckhamp-

ton, Cheltenham. 

 
Our main focus has always 

been both to entertain 

audiences and to keep the 

tradition of brass banding 

alive in our area 

by encouraging and provid-

ing anyone who wants to, 

the opportunity to play 

brass. We field our main 

band, training band and 

quintets at a variety of en-

gagements from local fetes, 

band stands and even wed-

dings. 

 
2017 has also seen us be-

come the South West Re-

gions 3rd section Champi-

ons (the last time previous 

to this was 60 years ago) 

As promotion to the 3rd 

section was only gained last 

year the win was even 

more amazing and provid-

ed us with the honour of 

playing at the National Fi-

nals on home turf for the 

2nd year running. 

 
2018 will see the band 

move into the 2nd section, 

so who knows where we 

go from here and it’s a 

challenge we are certainly 

looking forward too. 

City Twinning 

Are any GBBA members currently twinning with 

overseas bands or within the UK?   
Who initiated the link.?  What/who were the 

contacts? 

Is twinning linked to town ie via Council? 

Regularity of contact? 

Responsibilities, cost and benefits 

Centralised information to be held by GBBA to 

help twinning process 

Overseas Banding Initiatives 

Does BBE have funding to support the 

cost of getting a European representative?  

Contact a Norwegian representative to assess 

approach.  

The need to run an event to show members 

GBBA have taken on their ideas:  

'Roadshow' will be taken to various loca-

tions/band rooms around the region to reach 

as many players as possible. 

When—April, May, June, July 2018, mak-

ing changes according to feedback. 

Promote—using the new Communication 

Team and by visiting band rooms. 

Actions— Investigate an appropriate 'pro 

group' to lead the days 

Venues to cover all GBBA areas 

Material to cover all standards and tech-

niques 

   Cheltenham Silver go to the Races 

2018 Area News 

 The WEBBA Area 2018 online entry is now available with payment by BACS 

or cheque.  Contest Secretaries should find the online entry saves the need for 

registered post and can be made via  www.webba.org.uk/finals_entry.html 

 Entry will only be confirmed when both the form and payment have been re-

ceived.  

 The deadline date is January 13th 2018. 

 Registry rules are no longer in print and can be downloaded at-

www.nationalbrassbandchampionships.com/the-rules 

 Any bands wishing to contest for the first time should contact WEBBA Secre-

tary Sue Oldfield   secretary@webba.org.uk 

 All contest issues should be sent to your GBBA Representatives Mike, Karin or 

Kevin in the first instance for support      karin@gbba-online.org.uk 

‘Area goes 

online for 

2018 entry’ 
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Forum—Band Development    &       International Links 

 

Gloslinks 
 

Gloucester is 
linked to: 
Trier (Germany) 

Metz (France)
Gouda (Holland) 

St Ann (Jamaica) 



Frampton on Severn Silver 

Band was established in 

1977, making it one of the 

youngest bands in the 

county. 

The senior band currently 

has 18 regular playing 

members. We also run suc-

cessful Training and Starter 

Bands. The groups all re-

hearse on Tuesday evenings 

at The Cadbury Hall, 

Frampton on Severn.  

We play a variety of music 

from traditional marches 

and arrangements of clas-

sics, through to music from 

film, television and shows 

as well as popular modern 

music. 

Our regular engagements 

through the year include 

traditional village fetes, gar-

den parties, country shows 

and formal concerts as well 

as carol playing and festive 

Christmas concerts. 

We have also been known 

to play at weddings, funer-

als, birthday parties and a 

variety of other events. 

We are always delighted to welcome new players of 

whatever standard so, if you like the sound of what 

we do, why not come to one of our rehearsals? 

 

  

Not all bands Contest—Frampton’s story 

Brass & Percussion Workshop  

Tutors for the day were Chris Howley (Cornet), 

Thomas Dunne (Lower Brass), Ross Dunne (Horn) 

and Steve Barnett (Percussion) with Brett covering 

the Trombones of course.  All experts on their re-

spective instruments, they tutored sectional rehears-

als with Kerry Ford taking a specific Learners Group. 

Brett showed why he is considered the best trom-

bone player in the Brass Band movement and be-

yond.  He played a piece that showcased his full 

range of abilities.  This led to many questions asking 

about the skills used in his recital.  An excellent re-

hearsal followed, showing how far the band had 

come during the day.   

With regular breaks for tea, cake and socialising, the 

day flew by. 
The Finale Concert was performed to a full hall of 

parents and supporters, starting with the Learner 

Group playing Rock Steady and Peppermint Tango. 

The musical programme was:  Under the Double 

Eagle, A Little Prayer, Shipbuilders, O Magnus Myste-

rium and Jurassic Park.  The concert showed how 

much everybody had learnt in just one day - the play-

ing was super, the effort was tremendous and the 

enjoyment shone through. Lydney Training Band is 

proud to run and fund the event and are also pleased 

to accept the offer of monetary funding from the 

forward thinking Gloucestershire Brass Band Associa-

tion.   

 The 54 players attending Lydney Training 

Band’s 4th workshop were made up from a 

number bands including: Lydney, Bream, Parkend, Pillow-

ell, Chepstow and FOD Area Wind Band.  Everyone had a 

full and fun day with four experienced tutors. 
The Course Director was Dr Brett Baker, Principal 

Trombone of the world's most famous Black Dyke Band.  

Brett's initial comments covered many skills including the 

basics of correct use of breath control and importance of 

warming up correctly.   

The music for the day was selected to challenge the at-

tendees but still maintain a good slice of fun.  He encour-

aged the young and older learners to use the day to ex-

pand their skills and ask any questions that would help 

enhance their abilities. 
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GBBA 

email:  

karin@gbba-online.org.uk 

 

for inclusion in the next 

issue 

 2nd December 
City of Bristol Band (7pm) 
St Michaels Centre, The Green, Stoke Gifford, Bristol, BS34 
8PD. 
 
Nailsworth Silver Band (7:30pm) 
Christchurch, New Market Rd, Nailsworth, Glos, GL6 0DQ. 
 
3rd December 
Monmouth Band (7pm) 
St Marys Priory Church, Monmouth, NP25 3BU. 
 
Phoenix Brass 
The Walwyn Hall, Baydon Road, Lambourn, Hungerford, RG17 8NU. 
 
9th December 
Frampton on Severn Silver Band (7:30pm) 
Cadbury Hall, Lake Lane, Frampton on Severn, Glos, GL2 7HG. 
 
Wotton & District Silver Band (7:30pm) 
Kingswood Village Hall, Wickwar Rd, Kingswood, Wotton-under-Edge, Glos GL12 
8RF. 
 
Ross-on-Wye Town Band, Larruprez Centre, Grammar School Cl, Ross-on-Wye 
HR9 7QD 
 
Tewkesbury Town Band (7:30pm) 
The Roses Theatre, Sun Street, Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 5NX. 
 
10th December 
Cheltenham Silver Band (7pm) 
Dursley Tabernacle, Parson St, Dursley, GL11 4BJ. 
 
Forest of Dean Brass Band (6pm) 
Lydney Town Hall, High Street, Lydney, Glos, GL15 5DY. 
 
Tewkesbury Town Band (3pm) 
The Roses Theatre, Sun Street, Tewkesbury, Glos, GL20 5NX. 
 
15th December 
Cirencester Band (7:30pm) 
Parish Church, 5 Market Place, Cirencester, Glos, GL7 2NX. 
 
16th December 
Flowers Band (7:30pm) 
The Bacon Theatre, Dean Close School, Hatherley Rd, Cheltenham, GL51 6EP. 
 
Lydbrook Band (guests Blaenavon Male Voice Choir) (7pm) 
Gloucestershire College, Royal Forest of Dean Campus, Coleford, Glos, GL16 
7JT. 
 
17th December 
A.W.Parker (Drybrook) Band (7:30pm) 
Drybrook Memorial Hall, Drybrook Road, Drybrook, Glos, GL17 9JA. 
 
Chalford Band (7pm) 
Subscription Rooms, St George St, Stroud, Glos, GL5 1AE. 

 
Cinderford Band (7pm) 

Westley Methodist Church, Belle Vue Rd, Cinderford, Glos, GL14 2AA. 
 
Pillowell Band (7pm) 

 

2018 

STOP PRESS 

OWN CHOICE CONTEST 

18TH NOVEMBER  

 

Christmas Calendar 

O r g a n i z a t i o n  

www.gbba-

online.org.uk 

www.webba.org.uk 

www.brassbandsengla

nd.co.uk 


